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My Mother and |

[ sat on the worn carpet of Barnes and Noble, engrossed in this book, The
Battle Hymn of the Tiger Mother, written by Amy Chua. In her book, she is a loving
mother, wanting her daughters to be successful, using a demanding method to
ensure their success. Amy Chua was a mother who pushed her two daughters to
their best potential, expecting the most out of them. However, | am glad I do not
have a Tiger Mother; I feel lucky my mother, born in the year of the Monkey, is

different.

My mother taught me that time management is an extremely important part
of education. “With efficient time management,” she says, “You can complete
anything you want to do.” My mom gives me a lot of freedom, allowing me to go to a

friend’s house for a sleepover, watch movies, and participate in any extracurricular

o



activities... All on one condition: that I keep up with schoolwork and turn in my
homework on time. Now that I am a ninth grader in high school, [ am very busy with
homework. On top of all that, I play the violin in orchestra and the flute in the band.
Band rehearsal starts early in the morning, two hours before the school starts. The
first semester is marching season, so we go to the high school football games almost
every week, often getting back to school late at night. Additionally, I have
participated in the school musical, requiring many after school rehearsals. However,
my mother is still willing to give me rides, taking me to all these extracurricular
activities, requiring only that I promise to manage my time efficiently, keeping up
with homework, which I did. At home, studying is not an excuse for not helping
around the house, such as doing laundry, cleaning the bathroom, or working in the
garden. She tells me that if | had managed my time wisely I would have time to do

chores, because it is a necessary part of living in the house.

At school, many of my classmates come to me when they need help with their
homework, and I gladly help them to the best of my ability. Feeling good about
myself, [ tell my mother. My mother smiles, and says I did a good thing, helping
others, adding, “But you have to remember to be polite.” She explains to me that I
must treat all others with respect. To her, helping others is an experience you can
learn from. My mother also encourages me to volunteer by taking me with her to
activities sponsored by the charity organizations she helps in. I do my best to be

useful, helping out whenever I can.

While American parents are always complimenting their kids, saying they did
a good job, you are wonderful, you are perfect, my mother always tells me I can do
better if [ work harder. In her point of view, everyone has high potential, and one
only needs to work to reach it. My mother also tells me life is full of ups and downs;
when you lose, don’t let that get you down, because you can always do better next
time, however, when you win, don’t brag about it, because it will give you false
confidence that you are already better than everyone else, stripping you of the
motivation to improve. Sometimes, my mother is harsh, exclaiming in exasperation

when I cannot get the right answer to a certain math problem. Although this can



make me frustrated, and feel as if I'm never good enough, I know all she really
means is that she wants me get the answers, not only accurately, but quickly.
Despite this, it also encourages me to work harder to push myself so that I can
improve. For this, | am grateful to my mother for giving me the motivation to strive

harder and reach my highest potential.

My mother stresses about the importance of learning, but she also reminds
me to enjoy life. She knows that I enjoy music, and willingly pays for my violin
lessons, but doesn’t push me to practice for hours on end, because she knows that if
[ enjoy it, I will work hard by myself. Music is not the only pleasure in my life;
reading is my hobby. The library is my favorite place. I often ask my mother to take
me to the library, and she will oblige. When I visit the library, I borrow many books,
at least ten to twenty every month. As soon as I have time, [ will start reading my
new books, oblivious to anything else. My family also loves traveling. Of course, my
mom will not give up the chance to educate us further. We will be expected to do
background research on the place we will visit before we actually go, so that we can

learn about and understand more of the local culture beforehand.

Even though my family differs greatly from Amy Chua’s, to the eye of my
friends and classmates, I am still a part of a typical Asian family. They think my
family is very strict, and that is why I do so well in school and learning. But my
mother has made me believe that learning is my job. She provides a learning
environment around me, from cooking in the kitchen and folding clothes in the
laundry, to expecting me to excel in all of my classes at school. I feel that [ am very
fortunate, being born in the States, and being influenced by the Western culture of
happier learning, and having Asian parents who have affected me in the way of

learning and working hard.
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When East Meets West

My family is a typical Asian family. Before I had any close friends I
thought all families were just like mine, until the day I went to a friend’s, an
American’s, house; I was proven wrong, shocked at the differences between our
two homes.

In my family, we have a routine. [ have to do math problems every morning
before I go to school, and after school I have to practice the violin. For dinner, my
sister and I need to help the set up table and wait for my dad to come home. Some
parts of this routine are very annoying. For example, although Math is my favorite
subject, I don’t like doing extra work, especially when I have to get out from the
bed early in the morning. I never like playing the violin and I often complain. But
dinnertime is the best time of the day. During dinner, we talk and share about what
happen during the day. I like to eat Chinese dishes and chat with my family. After
dinner, we often have dessert, and my dad makes Oolong tea, served in tiny cups
for us.

Other than a daily routine, my family also has several unwritten rules. One
is straight A’s should be shown on the report card. Although getting an A is not
difficult, I do not like being bound to the rules. Another rule is no soda pop, TV,
or video games allowed during weekdays because they are too distracting and can
be additive. When my mom banned pop, TV, and video games on weekdays, I was
very upset. [ always complained, “every one at school is allowed to.” But now I
accept the rules and am happy to play video games and watch movies with my
family over the weekends. I follow the rules day by day just as diligent as the sun
rising from the east and setting to west everyday.

One time, [ went to a friend’s house. | remember when I stepped inside the
house, the first thing I did was take off my shoes, since that was what we did at
home. To my surprise, he says to me, “You don’t need to take off your shoes.” He
then offered me a soda, but I declined because it happened to be a Wednesday.
”How come you can drink pop on weekdays?” I wondered to myself. After we
played for a while, it was dinnertime. But the weird thing was, there was no need
to sit down by the table with the entire family. He just took his dinner to his room
and ate by himself. I couldn’t understand and assumed this must been a special
occasion, possibly because I was there. A few weeks later, | went to his house a
second time, and even stranger, there was no lunch; and we just ate some snacks
instead of the regular meal. In the middle of the party I asked him if he does math



in the morning and his answer is never. Suddenly, my head was filled with
questions. Either his family wasn’t normal or my family wasn’t. My visit opened
my eyes to the huge differences between my Asian family and other American
families.

It wasn’t just at my friend’s house where I noticed other differences. The
lunchtime during school is very short. I watched my classmates often throw away
their food because they were not finished when the lunchtime was over. However,
I was raised being told that I have to eat every single grain of rice on my plate. My
mom keeps telling us if we waste the food, we will become a beggar when we
reincarnate.

We are not allowed to waste, not only the food, but also time. Occasionally,
it would be a bright, sunny day and all the neighborhood kids were out riding their
bikes, but [ wouldn’t be able to go outside until I had finished practicing my
violin. I would look out the window, and complain about how stupid the rule was.
My mom would say: “ Complaining and whining is wasting time. If you used the
time to practice, you could’ve been outside already.”

Our family has a very different lifestyle and concept of education. When
my friends-go to church, I go to Chinese school. Every night, we eat Chinese style
dinner, where the dishes are placed in the middle of the table and with a bowl of
rice in front of you. Because we live in the states, so we celebrate both American
and Chinese holidays. In January, we have Chinese New Year Eve feast and we
receive red envelopes. February is for Valentine’s Day. In March or April, we
host an Easter party with an Easter egg hunt. Around early June, my mom will
wrap the “zong zi” for the Dragon Boat Festival and we try to make the eggs stand
up at that day. July 4 is Independence Day, the day to set off crazy fireworks with
friends. In September, we eat moon cakes and take walks in the neighborhood,
admiring the beautiful moon during the Moon Festival. October is trick-or-treat
time for Halloween, and in November, we eat turkey on Thanksgiving. December,
we celebrate Christmas. Celebrating the holidays gives me a chance to learn more
about Chinese legends and American history.

There are many differences between Eastern and Western cultures. Being
able to experience these two cultures is a great privilege. Learning about a
different culture is fun. I am glad to have an Asian family and American friends. I
love my family and friends and hope to be able to understand more about both
cultures.
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